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Research Interests

My interests include urban planning in developing cities in Gulf and Indian metropolis with a focus on transport 
infrastructure and urban policies to retrofit the sprawling growing metropolis around public transport nodes, 
ensuring therefore a better connectivity and accessibility, a smooth traffic and controlled side effect of the urban 
impact for all. 

I completed a PhD on Urban Planning in December 2016 in Paris Sorbonne University (Paris). My dissertation 
aimed at setting couple of milestones for a research on integration of public transport infrastructure and urban 
development in two of the most dynamic Arab Gulf cities, namely Dubai and Abu Dhabi (United Arab Emirates).

The aim was to build a new perspective on the role public transport in shaping a sustainable, integrated and 
inclusive urban development of Abu Dhabi and Dubai. It created a comparative study within strategic and spatial 
planning documents against the actual developments to find sustainable and holistic solutions, as in for instance 
Dubai metro stations. 

Research Collaborations

I am currently involved actively in two multidisciplinary and international research projects, focusing on the 
Gulf cities.

A comparative study IPUGMO of urban images in Bahrain & UAE to analyze the city as it is imagined and 
represented and the city city as it is lived and perceived through some urban projects, their renderings 
and their marketing (http://citeres.univ-tours.fr/spip.php?article2653). The preliminary results of this 
research will be presented at World Congress for Middle Eastern Studies in Sevilla, Spain, in July 
(WOCMES, http://wocmes2018seville.org/web/index.php/en/). 
 
I am also part of a research team which recently got awarded a grand by ADEK to do a study of the formal and 
informal public spaces in Abu Dhabi aiming at an urban classification and social interactions” under the supervision 
of PI Dr. Hadrien Dubucs. The preliminary results will be presented at the International Geographer Union in 
Quebec (Canada, http://igu2018.ulaval.ca/program-and-activities/theme-and-goals/). 

Publications

Papers

Montagne, C. 2013, « Le renforcement du modèle de développement urbain de Dubaï après la crise», 
in Revue Urbanités,

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/307882394_Le_renforcement_du_modele_de_developpement_urbain_
de_Dubai_apres_la_crise 

Montagne, C. et Keilo, J., 2012, « Dubai Metro and Dubai Bus Local Efficiency and the City’ Global Image, Megaron, 
vol12 (7), pp113-121, International conference CAUMME, November 2011, Istanbul (Turkey).  

Montagne, C. et Chemla, G., 2012, « Etude critique d’un projet innovant : le « Janmarg», Bus Rapid Transit System 
d’Ahmedabad (Gujarat, Inde). », Revue Géographique de l'Est, 52 (1-2), http://rge.revues.org/3666 
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Proceedings

Montagne, C., 2015, « In search of an ecocity in the UAE. Are Jumeirah Lake Towers (Dubai) and Al Reem Island 
(Abu Dhabi) suitable ?», Ecocity World Summit Proceedings, ECWS-A-1113, pp299-311 

Montagne, C., 2014, « Voices of Expatriate and bus users women in Abu Dhabi (UAE). Constraints and detour 
strategies », Proceedings Bridging the Gap, 5th International Conference, Paris 14-16 Avril 2014, IFSTTAR, 
pp 599-612 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/307882254_Voices_of_expatriate_and_bus_user_women_in_Abu_
Dhabi_UAE_Constraints_and_detour_strategies

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/293452588_Dubai_Metro_and_RTA_Dubai_Bus_Local_Efficiency_and_
the_City%27s_Global_Image 

Montagne, Clémence , 2012, “The controversy surrounding the plan to redevelop the banks of the Sabarmati River. 
Political, social and environmental background to the opposition to a major transport infrastructure modernization 
project in Ahmedabad (Gujarat, India) “, International Conference City on the Move Institute, “The making of 
movement. What is it that drives public action on urban mobility issues”, The Young Researcher Prize Proceedings, 
26-27 mars 2012, pp241-256 

https://www.ville-en-mouvement.com/fr/content/quest-ce-qui-fait-courir-laction-publique-en-matiere-de-
mobilite-urbaine-la-fabrique-du-0 

Book Reviews

Montagne, C. et Keilo J., 2014, « Cadène, Ph. et B. Dumortier, 2012, L’Atlas des Pays du Golfe », Paris, Presses 
de Science Po, in Arab World Geographer, vol.14

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/293464715_Atlas_des_pays_du_Golfe_a_book_review 

Montagne, C., 2012, « Elsheshtawy Y., 2010, Dubai: Behind an Urban Spectacle, London, Routledge, 294 p. », 
in Cybergeo: European Journal of Geography

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/307883179_Book_Review_of_ELSHESHTAWY_Y_2010_Dubai_Behind_
an_Urban_Spectacle_London_Routledge_294_p

Affiliations

Centre Français d’Archéologie et de Sciences Sociales (CEFAS), http://cefas.cnrs.fr/spip.php?article581 

Sorbonne University Abu Dhabi (SUAD), http://www.sorbonne.ae/


